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he right window treatment can make or
break a scheme. Casement windows, sash
windows and skylights each have their own
different dimensional considerations to be
taken into account; the overall style and function of
the room are other elements to evaluate, as well as the
degree to which natural light is desired. For bathrooms
and rooms designed to be used during the evening or
night, privacy may be a factor, too. For cohesion, it is
also crucial to take into account other window
treatments and soft furnishings within the room.

In each of the following rooms, key considerations
for window dressings of various styles are highlighted.
Every window can be functionally and desirably
enhanced with the right choice of treatment.

BALANCED VIEW (left)

Gathered curtains would not be a practical choice for
these small kitchen windows set directly above a counter
top. Not only would they look fussy in such a setting,
but they would get wet and dirty quickly as well as taking
up precious counter space. Roman blinds offer a smart
solution, as these can be tied up out of the way and
swiftly lowered when privacy is required. The limited
depth of the recess is also a practical factor; it is
important to discuss this with the curtain maker when
measuring up, to ensure the depth of the folds does not
obscure too much of the window. In older properties,
where windows might be an uneven size, Roman blinds
can help to compensate visually.

Kitchen from £25,000, Middleton Bespoke

LIGHT & DARK (above right)

In a bedroom, thick curtains are a necessity for total
darkness at night time, however, during the day
maximum light is desirable. Where there is insufficient
space between the top of the floor-to-ceiling windows
and the ceiling, a smart matching Roman blind has
been employed to maximise the view during the day.
Tie-backs have been used on the side return to softly
sweep the curtains aside when not in use, adding a
pretty softness. The triple-pleat heading not only lends
a smart mood to the room, it is also practical as it
allows a thick curtain to concertina into a small area.

Handmade, designed and built oak houses, from £50,000,

seen here with limed timber, Border Oak

SECLUDED SANCTUARY (right)

Wooden shutters provide a clever solution to the

need for privacy in a bathroom. They may be customised
to any size - in this case, shutters only cover the bottom
half of the window to let in daylight without
compromising privacy. Choose adjustable slats to
regulate the desirable amount of light for atmospheric
bathing. It is worth noting that the wooden barrier
blocks out heat in the summer and keeps warmth in
during winter - an advantage in older properties, where
shutters may be stylistically more in keeping. p

Humber bath with hand-painted exterior, from £3570; bath

mixers, £2,448; vanity, basin, and wc also Drummonds
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