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Flirt with Italian -
coastal chic
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INSPIRATION / PEOPLE / PLANNING /SHOPPING

DESIGN NEWS
Product innovation and
reviews of the latest launches

155
DESIGN PROFILE
Madonna’s interior stylist,
Simon Rawlings, gives us the
lowdown on pop-star looks

PROJECT
INSPIRATION
Nine key themes for creating
family bathrooms with
an on-trend edge

ANTIQUED GLASS
Reflect awhile at our
favourite mirrored surfaces

COOKERHOODS
Design-led choices for this
kitchen essential
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‘Lifting bathroom
fittings off the floor is a
well-established space-
boosting trick that can
make a family bathroom
feel bigger and lighter’

Jane Gilchriest, director, Alternative Bathrooms

3 ADD THE
GLAM FACTOR

Family bathrooms can be glamorous
too - not least because all children grow
up, eventually. Hamess on-going

finishes with an industrial
- polished concrete and burnished
1 baths. If your children are still p
it may pay to keep investment
out of reach. Try dre&lngup
peg fittings with an irresistibly
chandelier (such as Masiero’s
range), for example. {

Project details A feminine pin
palette with mirrored furniture
subtle glamour to this spacious
bathroom. For a similar roll-top,
Torridge bath with a painted extel
£3,570, from Drummonds. This is the
Eames DSR chair by Vitra, £235, H’__f '
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7 SUPERSIZE
THE SPACE

Increasing a bathroom’s footprint will
do wonders for the morning rush hour.
‘Many of our clients are now turning a
spare bedroom into a spacious family
bathroom, recognising that the benefits
far outweigh the loss of unused guest
accommodation,’ says Drummond
Shaw, chairman of Drummonds. Other
space-boosting options include merging
an adjacent box room, vacant landing
area or redundant airing cupboard

with the existing bathroom. Curiously
enough, large bathrooms can be harder
to plan than compact ones, where the
options are conveniently limited. To
avoid what interior designer Joanna
Wood calls the ‘intimidating ballroom
effect’, it’s important to take a holistic
approach to your layout. Experiment
with angles - an offset bath is far easier
to access behind for cleaning - or bring
the bath into the middle and create a
walk-through shower behind. Choosing
smart fittings with suitably outsized
proportions will also make a big
difference, so don't be afraid to go large.

such as Drummonds’ Tay bath, £3,570;
and Double Crake vanity basin
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T Project details Large-scale fixtures
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[ FAMILY-FRIENDLY FLOORING ]

Make sure the floor can stand the pace of amodern lifestyle

* Look for flooring

specifically designed for use
in high-traffic areas such as a
bathroom. Porcelain is especially
tough, stain-resistant and easy to
clean, and - unlike stone - doesn’t
need to be sealed after grouting.

* Through-body porcelain,
where the colour/design is the
same all the way through the tile,
is more hard-wearing than glazed
porcelain, which can occasionally
chip. Ceramic tiles designed for
floors come a close second on the
low-maintenance front.

* Rubber, vinyl, lino and
Marmoleumare great for family
bathrooms. Warm underfoot,
affordable and effortless, they
also come in fresh, modern designs
- try Harvey Maria for examples -

and often have a non-slip coating.

* Wooden flooring can look
great in bathrooms, but spills and
splashes need to be quickly mopped
up. It’'s far wiser to fake it with
some of the convincing wood-look
porcelain tiles now available. The
latest launches (try Porcelanosa
and Mandarin Stone) include
textured surfaces, designed to
emulate wood-grain, which boast
built-in non-slip benefits.

* Further reduce potential

slip hazards by installing
effective ventilation. Go beyond
building regulation standards if
you can - that will help stop steam
settling on surfaces. Decent
heating will also help floors dry
faster and you’ll never regret
investing in underfloor heating.
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