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19 pages of inspired ideas for every room in your home
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DREAM ROOMS This month's inspiring schemes
include a kitchen featuring bold contrasts and innovative
tiling (page 134), an elegant bedroom where green hues
and textural weaves create natural style (page 140), a
contemporary open-plan bathing space in an historic
Spanish property (page 142), and a pond garden with
planting that echoes the surrounding landscape (page 144).
KITCHEN UPDATE The latest news, designs and
products for the heart of the home (page 137).

IDEAS Perfect the art of display with our innovative
ways of exhibiting collected treasures (page 147).
ADVICE Your decorating queries answered by our
resident interiors expert Celig Rufey (page 152).
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A stand-alone wall of
limed oak boards hides
where the staircase
comes up into the room.

4 I \ E ®) Can you describe the history of this building?

PA L This stunning property, on the Spanish Costa Brava, started life as two
16th-century signal towers built to protect the nearby Castle of Calonge from
pirate invasions. The main residence between the two towers was added in

PR E S E N I the 17th century and, within sight of the beach, it is now a weekend escape
for my clients who have three children.

Returning this historic Spanish property to ~ How did you alter the layout?
The building is of historic importance so we couldn't touch the towers, but

its raw state and introducing traditionally  we removed internal walls and a second staircase to turn the first floor into

oy y an open-plan bedroom, bathroom and dressing space. The remaining
crafted flttmgs, has created an open plan staircase comes up into the main bedroom and is shielded from view by a

bathmg space fit for modern sensibilities panelled wall that creates a natural division between the basin area on one
side and a shower and WC on the other. Inside one tower we've created a
library, while the other hosts shoe storage, both with freestanding shelving.
The children’s bedrooms and shower room are on the ground floor.

PHS HECTOR JENSEN PIE AND PAU VILLIER

DESIGNER

Ana Engelhorn, Why does the bath take centre stage?

ggeiogsgnfg%?éi‘hom‘ This is one of my personal obsessions; | hate baths that are set against a

anaenge/hom.com: wall, enclosed or otherwise hidden. For me, the bath should always be put
ondisplay and Drummonds’ designs are works of art. As our clients love to
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Agouble marble basin
~adds elegance and

sophisti€ation to the

othérwise rustic setting

bathe, they didn't need convincing. Positioning the sofa next to the bath
provides a visual separation between it and the dressing area beyond, as
well as a handy place to leave clothes or to sit and chat.

What are the main surfaces?

We exposed many of the stone walls, but there are elements of white-washed
plaster, around the basin for instance, to provide a cleaner, more hygienic
surface. This is also the only place where marble was used — it doesn't work
in most of the house but here it adds an elegant note. The flooring is antique
oak, sourced from the UK. We chose it for its natural imperfections, but we
had a terrible job trying to explain to the local workmen that the irregularities
were desired and didn't need repairing.

How would you describe the results?

The design style for me is rough luxury. There is innate authenticity in
restoring a building to its natural state. We removed decades of crumbling
plaster and unfashionable tiles, took out the ceilings and reinstated beautiful
old rafters. The sense of space is also luxurious. As a self-contained floor,
with a sliding door at the top of the stairs, there was no need to consider
privacy. It gave me the freedom to give the fixtures the space they deserved
in a way that allowed them to shine.

pthy Mediterranean
WiSpired green.

WHERE TOBUY

FITTINGS Spey bath,
£5,580; Mull Classic bath &
shower mixer, £2,628:
plunger waste, £1,554;
Double Lowther vanity basin
suite, £7,980; Mull Classic
basin mixers, £1,170 each;
floor-mounted towel rail,
£3,630; Brora high-level WC,
£2.904, all Drummonds,
drummonds-uk.com.
SURFACES Reclaimed oak
flooring, £192sq m,
Kirkpatricks Company,
kirkpatricks.company.
ACCESSORIES Similar

wall lights (above basins),
Turciti 3, from £222, Catellani
& Smith, catellanismith.com.
Antique pendant lights

(in the bedroom area),

GoAntiques, goantiques.com.
For similar, try the Chichester
Pendant, from £189, Jim
Lawrence, jim-lawrence.
co.uk. Antique sofa. Maison
Artefact, maisonartefact.
com. For similar, try the
Fayet large linen two-seater
settee, £598, Swagger
Incorporated, swaggerinc.
co.uk. Antique mirror
Augustus Brandt Antiques,
augustusbrandt.co.uk.

For similar, try Elise panelled
mirror, £400, Cox & Cox,
coxandcox.co.uk

Similar wardrobes,
Barbade white closet with
four louvre doors, £1,369,
Maisons du Monde,
maisonsdumonde.com.
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